Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.043; wR factor = 0.150; data-to-parameter ratio = 8.5.
In the title compound, C 12 H 15 NO 3 , the ethoxybenzyl ring plane forms a dihedral angle of 60.3 (4) with the mean plane of the oxazolidine ring. The molecules are linked through N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds into a chain running in the b direction.
Related literature
For background literature, see: Chrzanowska & Rozwadowska (2004) ; Rozwadowska (1994) ; Scott & Williams (2002) ; Tussetschlä ger et al. (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data C 12 H 15 NO 3 M r = 221.25 Orthorhombic, P2 1 2 1 2 1 a = 5.7960 (12) Å b = 9.924 (2) Å c = 20.209 (4) Å V = 1162.4 (4) Å 3 Z = 4
Mo K radiation = 0.09 mm À1 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Symmetry code: (i) x À 1 2 ; Ày þ 3 2 ; Àz þ 2.
Data collection: CAD-4 Software (Enraf-Nonius, 1989); cell refinement: CAD-4 Software; data reduction: XCAD4 (Harms & Wocadlo, 1995); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXL97. 
4-(4-Ethoxybenzyl

Comment
Tetrahydroisoquinoline alkaloids have received much interest because of their tremendous structural diversity and broad spectrum of biological and pharmaceutical activities (Rozwadowska, 1994; Scott & Williams, 2002; Chrzanowska & Rozwadowska, 2004) . As part of our own work in this area, we prepared the title compound, (I), as an intermediate in the synthesis of tyrosine-derived N-[(phenylsulfonyl)alkyl]oxazolidinones as an extension of Petrini's methodology (Tussetschläger, et al., 2007) . The molecular structure of (I) is shown in Fig. 1 . The dihedral angle between the mean planes of the C1 -C9/O1 ethoxybenzyl ring and the C10/N/C12/O2/C11/O3 oxazolidine ring is 60.3 (4)°. In the crystal structure, adjacent molecules are linked through N-H···O type hydrogen-bonding interactions resulting in chains running in the b direction ( Table 1 ). The structure also contains non-classical hydrogen bonds of the type C-H···O linking the molecules into chains along the a-axis.
Experimental
Sodium borohydride was added to a solution of 2-(tert-butoxycarbonylamino)-3-(4-ethoxyphenyl)propanoic acid (3.09 g, 10 mmol) in tetrahydrofuran (50 ml). Then methanol (5 ml) was slowly added to the resulting suspension and the temperature kept below 243 K. After the mixture was stirred for 1 h at room temperature, the excess reagent was destroyed by addition of acetic acid (1 ml). The solvent was evaporated, and the oily residue was diluted with water (50 ml) and extracted three times with ethyl acetate (25 ml) each. The combined organic extracts were wash with brine, dried with sodium sulfate, and concentrated in vacuo. The crude tert-butyl 1-(4-ethoxyphenyl)-3-hydroxypropan-2-ylcarbamate was obtained 2.7 g. Then tert-butyl 1-(4-ethoxyphenyl)-3-hydroxypropan-2-ylcarbamate (2.7 g) in THF (50 ml) was added to a suspension of sodium hydride (0.92 g, 23 mmol) in THF (120 ml) over a period of 20 min, stirred for 12 h, then quenched with a saturated solution of aqueous ammonium chloride (45 ml). The reaction mixture was then extracted three times with ethyl acetate (25 ml) each, the organic layers combined, washed with aqueous hydrochloric acid (60 ml, 5% solution), saturated NaHCO 3 solution (60 ml), and brine (60 ml), and then dried over sodium sulfate. The solvent was then removed in vacuo to yield the title compound (1.81 g, 8.2 mmol) as a white solid. The title compound was crystalized by slow evaporation of a solution in methanol.
Refinement
Positional parameters of all the H atoms bonded to C atoms were calculated geometrically and were allowed to ride on the C atoms to which they are bonded, with N-H = 0.86 and C-H = 0.93, 0.96, 0.97 and 0.98 Å for aryl, methyl, mehtylene and methine H atoms, respectively, and U iso (H) = 1.5U eq (methyl) and 1.2U eq (the rest) parent atoms. An absolute configuration could not be established by anomalous dispersion effects. Therefore, Fridel pairs (846) were merged. supplementary materials sup-6 Fig. 1 
